Annexin A1 in malignant tumors: current opinions and controversies.
Annexin A1 is a 37 kDa calcium and phospholipid-binding protein that participates in several biological processes, such as inflammatory reactions, modulation of cell proliferation, regulation of cell death signaling, apoptosis, and, most importantly, tumor formation and development. Although annexin A1 has been implicated in the biology of various tumors, the findings are highly controversial and information regarding the underlying mechanism remains limited. Moreover, the mechanism by which annexin A1 participates in carcinogenesis and tumor progression is rather unclear. In the current study, we review the important biological functions of annexin A1 in different tumors. This work indicates that annexin A1 is a possible target for novel therapeutic intervention and that it is a potential biomarker for tumor diagnosis and screening.